
Alberto G. Santos 
Mayor 

Tel.: (201)955-7979 
Fax: (201)998-6069 

June 28, 2006 

Alan J. Steinberg 
U.S. EPA Region 2 
290 Broadway, 26 th floor Hill! 

216515 

Illlllllllltt 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Administrator Steinberg: 

Our municipality is a member municipality of the Passaic Valley Sewerage 
Commissioners (PVSC). Thirty-four northern New Jersey municipalities, comprising in 
excess of 1.4 million northern New Jersey residents, are members of the PVSC system. 

We are concerned about your position that PVSC and its member municipalities 
are potentially responsible parties (PRPs) under the federal Superfund Law for cleanup of 
the Lower Passaic River. This could mean that hundreds of millions of dollars would 
need to be paid out by the municipalities, and ultimately, local taxpayers for cleaning up 
the Lower Passaic River and for damages. Your position shifts the burden of cleaning up 
the Lower Passaic River from the corporate dischargers to the thirty-four northern New 
Jersey municipalities and local taxpayers. 

The State of New Jersey does not agree with your position that PVSC and its 
constituent municipalities are PRPs for the Lower Passaic River. The New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) filed suit in December 2005 against 
Occidental Chemical Corporation/Tierra Solutions seeking damages against those 
companies as the primary source of contamination of the Lower Passaic River. NJDEP 
did not allege in its suit that PVSC and its member municipalities were a source of 
contamination of the Lower Passaic River. 

We urge you to accept PVSC's proposed settlement offer to reduce its CSO 
discharges by increasing the wet weather flow capacity at the PVSC treatment plant at a 
cost of $100 million. We request that a meeting be set up with you and your staff, PVSC, 
and the affected municipalities as soon as possible to discuss this important issue.' 

/Alberto G. Santos 
n writes:!" V-M-i 



Cc: Bryan J. Christiansen, Executive Director, PVSC 
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